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AN INVITATION 

The Commonwealth Christian Assembly will be an exciting time of sharing our 

common wealth in Christ across the nations.  

The Assembly will begin with a strong OPENING CEREMONY, hopefully in the 

same venue as CHOGM, the Perth Exhibition and Convention Centre. 

During the day, there will be several streams, including prayer, children, young 

adults, women and leaders (and possibly marketplace).  Each stream will pray for 

CHOGM and for the nations but also share a common task.  

For example, in the childrenôs stream, they will make a large mosaic mural as a gift 

to the Government to commemorate CHOGM 2011.  Children from Christian schools 

around Perth will be invited to this gathering. Invitations will be extended to children 

around the nation and internationally. This will undoubtedly strengthen the prayer 

movement among children in Australia. 

The young adults will gather to pray and focus on issues such as social justice and 

particularly human trafficking in Commonwealth nations. Their task will be to 

document their gathering in a contemporary and relevant fashion, such a book and 

or mini documentary. 

The prayer streams task will focus more intently on the upcoming CHOGM, praying 

for leaders, the major issues in the nations and also further strengthening prayer 

networks.  
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TIMING 

Why not hold The Commonwealth Christian Assembly at the same time as CHOGM? 

Good question and we have weighed this seriously but feel that there are strong 

benefits in holding it in late August or early September. Accommodation and flights 

will be at a premium during CHOGM and costs will be significantly higher. The 

Church in Australia will of course continue to pray for CHOGM till the baton is 

handed to Sri Lanka, the next CHOGM host nation. 

NOT JUST AN EVENT BUT A PROCESS  ï  PROJECT 54 

When we began this adventure, we thought we would simply gather people to pray 

at the Assembly and that would have been excellent in itself. However, the Lord 

asked us to carry the baton in prayer for a year.  

We thought we might get 54 churches in our city to each take a different nation and 

pray for it for a year. And that would have been great too. But the Lord kept sending 

leaders from outside Australia who willingly offered to get their nations involved. 

So PROJECT 54 extended beyond our borders. If you would like to know more 

about that, keep reading below. 
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CHURCHES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

project 54 is a yearlong prayer focus to pray for the nations of the Commonwealth in 

the lead up to CHOGM 2011 in Perth, Australia. 

what is CHOGM? 

CHOGM is the biannual COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING, and 

brings together government leaders from all 54 nations, with other associated 

meetings and celebrations. We have a separate brochure with further information 

about CHOGM. 

 

how does it work?  

 

    project 54     is about prayer 

    project 54     is about the nations 

    project 54     connects through sharing a common task 

    project 54    educates, inspires and builds strong relationships 
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It is very simple. 54 churches in a region each choose a different Commonwealth 

nation from the website and engage believers to pray for that nation for a year. 

why just the Commonwealth nations? 

CHOGM coming to Perth is an exciting privilege worthy of a prayer initiative. CHOGM 

leaders need our prayers for peace, security and much wisdom as they make 

decisions affecting 2.1 billion people in every part of the world. If prayer networks in 

other nations want to take part (and some have said they do) then we warmly 

welcome them to choose a nation and attend the Commonwealth Christian 

Assembly in 2011. After all, we have a Commonwealth in Christ that includes every 

tribe, race and culture! 

can we select any nation from the Commonwealth? 

Certainly! We would like to make sure that all 54 nations have people praying for 

them, so we encourage you to pick a nation not already covered. If we get more than 

54 participating churches in a region then we will start a new list. Of course, if you 

have a strong connection with a nation already, you are welcome to choose that one 

ς and perhaps consider taking on another. 

are there resources to help us? 

Yes, we will connect you to resources and if you need creative ideas in implementing 

and integrating project 54 into your church, then we can help. 

what about schools? 

We have a separate information pack for schools. Please ask your regional 

Commonwealth Initiative Representative for details. 

how many nations are taking part? 

Regular updates will be posted on the website to show you how many churches and 

nations are involved in Project 54 and attending the Commonwealth Christian 

Assembly in August 2011. 

why do this for a year? 

Prayer builds strong bonds. Praying for a year will take people past the initial novelty 

into a deep sense of responsibility in prayer for that nations leaders, people and 

deepest needs. Who knows, you may even end up making a visit there and if you 

come to Perth for the COMMONWEALTH CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY, you may well meet 

someone from the nation you have prayed for. 
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SCHOOLS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

project 54 is a yearlong prayer focus to pray for the nations of the Commonwealth in 

the lead up to CHOGM 2011 in Perth, Australia. 

what is CHOGM? 

CHOGM is the biannual COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING, and 

brings together government leaders from all 54 nations, with other associated 

meetings and celebrations. We have a separate brochure with further information 

about CHOGM. 

how does it work?  

It is very simple. Schools in a region each choose a different Commonwealth nation 

from the website and engage students to pray for that nation for a set time.  

 

    project 54     is about prayer 

    project 54     is about the nations 

    project 54     connects through sharing a common task 

    project 54    educates, inspires and builds strong relationships 
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You may prefer to choose a nation each week in your assemblies and then do a 

major focus on the Commonwealth just prior to CHOGM. 

You may ask each class to choose a different nation, covering as many nations as you 

have classes or year groups.  

why just the Commonwealth nations? 

CHOGM coming to Perth is an exciting privilege worthy of a prayer initiative. CHOGM 

leaders need our prayers for peace, security and much wisdom as they make 

decisions affecting 2.1 billion people in every part of the world. If prayer networks in 

other nations want to take part (and some have said they do) then we warmly 

welcome them to choose a nation and attend the Commonwealth Christian 

Assembly in 2011. After all, we have a Commonwealth in Christ that includes every 

tribe, race and culture! 

are there resources to help us? 

Yes, we will connect you to resources and if you need creative ideas in implementing 

and integrating project 54 into your school, then we can help. For those in Perth, we 

may be able to connect you to someone from that nation who can come to the 

school to share with the children about their homeland. 

what about schools? 

We have a separate information pack for schools. Please ask your regional 

Commonwealth Initiative Representative for details. 

how many nations are taking part? 

Regular updates will be posted on the website to show you how many churches and 

nations are involved in Project 54 and attending the Commonwealth Christian 

Assembly in August 2011. 

why do this for a year? 

Prayer builds strong bonds. Praying for a year will take people past the initial novelty 

into a deep sense of responsibility in prayer for that nations leaders, people and 

deepest needs. Who knows, you may even end up making a visit there and if you 

come to Perth for the COMMONWEALTH CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY, you may well meet 

someone from the nation you have prayed for. 

Website in progress. Meanwhile please contact wendyyapp@gmail.com  

mailto:wendyyapp@gmail.com
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ABOUT CHOGM 

 

KEY VERSE 

First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be 

made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead 

a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. 

 

SUMMARY 

CHOGM (Commonwealth Heads of Government Meetings) takes place every two 

years.   

CHOGM 2011 will be taking place in Perth, Australia, the biggest international event 

to happen here in many decades. This event provides a useful catalyst for prayer 

and transformation in our city, state and nation.  

We believe the Lord wants us to convene a gathering of believers from around the 

globe to have a COMMONWEALTH CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY in the lead up to 

CHOGM 2011. (See separate page) 

The core aim of this is to pray for those in authority, so that the meetings will go 

smoothly, peacefully and that outcomes presented will be godly and righteous. 

The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD; he directs it like a watercourse wherever 

he pleases. Proverbs 21.1 

We believe sustained, united and concerted prayer will cause the hearts of ókingsô to 

be softened to the direction of the Lord and His plans and purposes. 

In addition, by coming together for this ócommonô task, the Church in Perth may be 

strengthened and brought into greater unity. 
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1. Intentional, comprehensive and creative prayer for CHOGM leaders as they 

meet together 

2. Sustained and concerted prayer for the nations over the time period between 

now and when Australia passes the baton to the next host nation. 

3. Increased cooperation and networking across various streams in these 

nations 

4. The sharing of our common wealth for a common task as we come 

together (see Commonwealth Christian Assembly page). 

CHOGM BACKGROUND 

CHOGM 2011 will take place in Perth, Western Australia on 28 ï 30 October. 

CHOGM (Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting) brings together 53 

nations, (Fiji is presently banned), ı of the worldôs national leaders, presidents and 

prime ministers and their spouses. This represents 1/3 of the worldôs population or 

2.1 billion people. 

The host nation gets to choose the theme of that yearôs CHOGM. Previous CHOGM 

was held in Trinidad and Tobago and the theme chosen related to Global Warming. 

This played an important role in the Copenhagen Global discussions that took place 

only weeks afterwards. 

We are praying next yearôs gathering will tie the hands of the government to the will 

of God. What does God want on the agenda for CHOGM 2011? Intercessors around 

Australia and in other nations are already praying for the Lordôs agenda to be on the 

table. 

Significant activities take place in a city around CHOGM including arts events, youth 

events, leadership events and so on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 
 

The Commonwealth of Nations Background 

 

 

BASIC BACKGROUND 

¶ 54 nations (including Fiji who is suspended just now) 

¶ Most are former British Colonies or dependencies (Rwanda was not) 

¶ The relationship between the nations is one of an international organisation 

through which countries with diverse backgrounds are regarded as equal in 

status, and co-operate within a framework of common values and goals, as 

outlined in the Singapore Declaration 

VALUES AND GOALS 

¶ promotion of democracy 

¶ human rights 

¶ good governance 

¶ rule of law 

¶ individual liberty 

¶ free trade 

¶ egalitarianism 

¶ multilateralism 

¶ world peace 

 

THESE ARE CARRIED OUT THROUGH 

¶ multilateral projects and meetings 

¶ The Commonwealth Games (every four years) 

 

The HEAD OF THE COMMONWEALTH is Queen Elizabeth II. She is a symbolic 

Head and carries no political or executive powers. 

The Commonwealth Secretary General is the chief executive. 

 

MAKE UP OF NATIONS 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Commonwealth_of_Nations.svg
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3 European Nations 

12 North American 

1 South American 

8 Asian 

11 Oceania 

18 African

 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

2.1 BILLION PEOPLE one third of world population. 

1.17 Billion in INDIA 

94% in ASIA AND AFRICA 

 

CURRENT MEMBERS 

 

Country  
Continent

 
Population  

 Antigua 

and Barbuda 

North 

America 
88,000 

 Australia Oceania 22,073,000 

 Bahamas 
North 

America 
342,000 

 Bangladesh
[B]

 Asia 162,221,000 

 Barbados 
North 

America 
279,000 

 Belize 
North 

America 
322,130 

 Botswana Africa 1,950,000 

 Brunei Asia 400,000 

 Cameroon 
Africa 19,522,000 

 Canada 
North 

America 
34,053,000 

[13]
 

 Cyprus Europe 794,200 

 Dominica 
North 

America 
[C]

79,000 

 Gambia Africa 1,717,000 

 Ghana Africa 23,837,000 

 Grenada 
North 

America 
103,000 

 Guyana 
South 

America 
761,000 

 India Asia 1,173,230,000 

 Jamaica 
North 

America 
2,721,000 

 Kenya Africa 39,856,000 

 Kiribati Oceania 
[D]

99,000 

 Lesotho Africa 2,000,000 

 Malawi Africa 15,884,000 

 Malaysia Asia 28,356,000 

 Maldives Asia 329,000 

 Malta Europe 412,668 

 Mauritius Africa 1,285,000 

 Mozambique 
Africa 22,892,000 

 Namibia Africa 2,131,000 

 Nauru
[B]

 Oceania 14,000 

 New 

Zealand 
Oceania 4,317,972 

 Nigeria Africa 154,796,000 

 Pakistan Asia 168,052,000 

 Papua 

New Guinea 
Oceania 6,737,000 

 Rwanda Africa 9,998,000 

 Saint North 52,000 
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Kitts and 

Nevis
[B]

 

America 

 Saint 

Lucia 

North 

America 
171,000 

 Saint 

Vincent and 

the 

Grenadines 

North 

America 
[C]

119,000 

 Samoa Oceania 185,000 

 Seychelles Africa 84,000 

 Sierra 

Leone 
Africa 5,695,000 

 Singapore 
Asia 4,986,000 

 Solomon 

Islands 
Oceania 913,000 

 South 

Africa 
Africa 49,423,000 

 Sri Lanka Asia 20,743,000 

 Swaziland 
Africa 1,182,000 

 Tanzania Africa 43,729,000 

 Tonga Oceania 102,000 

 Trinidad 

and Tobago 

North 

America 
1,335,000 

 Tuvalu
[B]

 Oceania 12,000 

 Uganda Africa 32,816,000 

 United 

Kingdom 
Europe 61,609,500 

 Vanuatu
[B]

 Oceania 241,000 

 Zambia Africa 12,935,000 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_members_of_the_Commonwealth_of_Nations#endnote_1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Lucia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Lucia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Vincent_and_the_Grenadines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Vincent_and_the_Grenadines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Vincent_and_the_Grenadines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Vincent_and_the_Grenadines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_members_of_the_Commonwealth_of_Nations#endnote_1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samoa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seychelles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sierra_Leone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sierra_Leone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon_Islands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon_Islands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Lanka
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swaziland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanzania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tonga
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinidad_and_Tobago
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinidad_and_Tobago
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuvalu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuvalu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uganda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanuatu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanuatu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zambia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Lucia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Vincent_and_the_Grenadines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samoa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seychelles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sierra_Leone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon_Islands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Lanka
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swaziland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanzania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tonga
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinidad_and_Tobago
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuvalu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uganda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanuatu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zambia


16 
 

 

 

ABOUT PERTH 

 

 

 

Perth is known as a City of Birth. We believe God wants to use CHOGM as a 

catalyst to birth new levels of prayer for the nations in our city and increased 

partnership across the churches and prayer movements. 

Perth is also known as a City of Lights. As Perth is put in the spotlight of the 

global media, we will pray that light will shine in the hearts of those attending and 

deeply affect their decision making.  
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Perth is the most isolated city on the planet in geographical terms. It sits on the 

edge of a vast desert. It is almost as near to Indonesia and the Far Eastern cities as 

it is to Sydney and the capital city, Canberra. We believe God wants to break that 

spirit of isolation and connect our state and city like never before. 

Perth is known as an Antioch city and we have received prophetic words about 

ministries gathering in Perth from the surrounding nations. We see the Lord bringing 

many nations to Australia and in particular, Perth is a city that is rapidly expanding 

with people emigrating here from places such as South Africa in huge numbers. 

Perth weather is mild even in winter. In late August you might experience some rain 

or lovely warm days. At any time of year, the city is very beautiful, easy to get around 

in and the Commonwealth Christian Assembly venues will be in the city centre with 

accommodation in excellent hotels for every budget. 

Travel Perth has an international airport and is an easy four to five hour flight from 

Singapore, Malaysia, Sydney or Melbourne, with flights also flying in directly from 

Dubai, Hong Kong, New Zealand, South Africa and more. 

 

 

 

SUPPORTING MINISTRIES  

The Commonwealth Prayer Initiative is hosted by the combined Prayer Networks in 

Perth, Australia and is supported by ministries around the nation and world. 

If you would like to be put on a list of supporting ministries, please contact Wendy 

Yapp on wendyyapp@gmail.com or call + 61 8 9246 7339 or Skype wendy.yapp 

 

NOTE:  WEBSITE IS UNDER CONSTRUCTION. 

 

mailto:wendyyapp@gmail.com

